
Chapter 6 Perception
Selective attention
p. 188

Is the focusing of conscious awareness on a particular stimulus
out of all of those that we are capable of experiencing

Visual capture
p. 191

Is the tendency for vision to dominate other senses

Gestalt

p. 191

Means organized whole. The Gestalt psychologists emphasized
our tendency to integrate sensory impressions into meaningful
perceptions.

Figure-ground relationship
p. 192

Refers to the organization of the visual field into two parts:
the figure, which stands out from its surroundings, and the
surroundings, or background.

Grouping

p. 192

Is the process by which we tend to organize stimuli in order to
arrive at meaningful forms. Gestalt psychologists identified
carious principles of grouping.

Proximity
p. 192

Is the gestalt principle that we tend to group together sensory
stimuli that are near one another.

Similarity

p. 192

Is the Gestalt principle that we tend to group together
sensory stimuli that are similar. The basis for the similarity
may be appearance, size, color, or any of many other
dimensions.

Continuity
p. 192

Is the perceptual tendency to group stimuli into smooth,
continuous patterns

Closure

p. 192

Is the perceptual tendency to fill in incomplete figures to
create the perception of a whole object, as identified by the
Gestalt psychologists.

Connectedness
p. 192

The Gestalt principle that we perceive spots, lines, or areas as
a single unit when uniform and linked.

Depth perception
p. 193

The ability to create three- dimensional perceptions from the
two- dimensional images that strike the retina.

Visual cliff
p. 193

A laboratory device for testing depth perceptions from the
two- dimensional images, especially in infants and animals.

Binocular cue
p. 193

Depth cues that depend on information from both eyes.

Monocular cue
p. 193

Depth cues that depend on information from only on eye.

Retinal disparity
p. 194

Refers to the differences between the images received by the
left eye and the right eye as a result of viewing the world from
slightly different angles.

Convergence
p. 194

A binocular depth cue based on the extent to which the eyes
converge, or turn inward, when looking at near or distant
objects.

Relative size
p. 194

A monocular depth cue; when two objects are presumed to be
the same, the one producing the smaller retinal is judged to be
more distant

Interposition
p. 195

A monocular depth cue, nearby objects often partially obscure
more distant objects.

Relative clarity
p. 195

Refers to the tendencies of distant objects to appear less
distinct or hazier then nearer objects.



Texture gradient

p. 195

A monocular depth cue; we perceive a gradual change from a
coarse, distinct texture to a finer, less distinct one as
indicated increasing distance.

Relative height
p. 195

Refers to our tendencies to perceive higher objects as more
distant.

Relative motion
p. 195

Refers to the fact that, when we move, closer objects appear
to shift more rapidly then distant objects.

Linear perspective
p. 196

Refers to our tendencies to perceive the convergence of
parallel lines as indicating increasing distance.

Relative brightness
p. 196

Refers to our tendencies to perceive brighter objects as
closer and dimmer objects as more distant.

Phi phenomenon
p. 198

An illusion of movement created when two or more adjacent
lights blink on and off in succession.

Perceptual constancy
p. 198

The perception that objects have consistent lightness, color,
shape, and size, even as illumination and retinal images change.

Perceptual adaptation
p. 204

Refers to our ability to adapt to visually distortions.

Perceptual set
p. 205

A mental predisposition to perceive the environment as one
thing and not another.

Extrasensory perception
(ESP)
p. 210

Refers to the controversial claim that perception can occur
with out sensory input.

Parapsychology
p. 211

The study of ESP, psychokinetic, and other paranormal forms
of interaction between the individual and the environment.


