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Cover Letter:

Assistant Principal – Kenilworth Junior High School

I believe I bring a unique combination of experience, knowledge and vision to the position of Assistant Principal. The opportunity to become the next Kenilworth Assistant Principal will bring my past 13 years as a working member of the Petaluma school community to full fruition. During this time I have spent six years working with junior high teachers, students and families combined with an additional six years at the school to which Kenilworth promotes their students, Casa Grande High School. This unique experience can continue to provide both support and interventions for our students, enhancing their opportunities to love learning and increasing the number who move on prepared for high school graduation. I have an intimate knowledge of the workings of many of our district programs, procedures and personnel, as well as a strong connection to the community that is home to five generations of my family.

While working as a teacher at Petaluma Junior High School [PJHS], I taught 7th and 8th grade students history and mathematics, as well as participated in the school Opportunity Class team. I not only had the opportunity to co-write the school’s successful application as a CA Distinguished School, but also was able to work as a District Mentor Teacher in Technology for three years. This led to opportunities to write grants and seek funding that were able to produce PJHS’s first full computer lab. During the mentorship, I was also able to re-establish the District Instructional Technology Committee. This committee combined representatives from all our district school sites, seeking to pool our educational technology expertise and training to provide solutions to this relatively new tool within our schools. 

While at Casa Grande High School, I have taught 9th through 12th grade students in courses as diverse as World Civilization, World History, the Global Forum, Computer Literacy, and Psychology. My classes serve a wide range of special needs students, including RSP, Special Day, ELD, GATE and Advanced Placement.

Although I am not bilingual, I am a strong communicator and SDAIE certified. I am accustomed to working with ELD students and their families. I was a charter teacher member of CGHS pilot program known as the EL Academy. It was so successful in supporting ELD student achievement that it has now become institutionalized at CGHS and is being replicated at Petaluma High. I was instrumental in bringing Raven testing to CGHS, in order to identify GATE eligible students in our EL population.

As a Small Learning Community co-coordinator, I continued to work with teachers to investigate academies and pathways, gathered data to assist us in decisions and recommendations that built rigorous, accessible, standards based programs. I used both Edusoft and SASI to assist in this process. I expanded my literacy background with training through the Solano County Literacy Network and served as the lead author of our revised literacy plan.

An experienced advocate of educational technology, I have implemented staff training, served as a Petaluma District mentor teacher, and a digital high school grant mentor for Tamalpais and Casa Grande. I received the Leroy Finkel Fellowship for my innovations in educational technology, and, through this, shared my experience at state conferences. I use email and web pages to communicate to students and family, as well as to collaborate with colleagues. I will continue this practice as an administrator.

As a life-long member of the Petaluma Community, I am in a strong position to connect local resources with site needs. As a 1961 graduate of Kenilworth Junior High, I am excited about beginning this next phase of my career as a Petaluma educator with Kenilworth in its new home. I will hit the ground running as the newest member of Kenilworth’s administrative team. 

Barry Sovel

page 2

