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What is Social Networking?

How do I use it?

And how do I stay safe online?



Social Networks:

websites created for
people (or organizations)

who are connected by
friends, family, or common interest.





Facebook
Why do I want a Facebook account?

• Keep track of friends & family

• Reconnect with old schoolmates, business 
partners, coworkers, etc.

• Post pictures from recent trips, family 
events, or just to show off your grandkids

• Follow your favorite businesses and find 
coupons or special deals



Facebook
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• Sign up for an account
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Facebook
The Basics:

• Sign up for an account

• Start finding your friends

• Fill out your profile information

• Add a profile picture

• Wait for the email from Facebook and 
confirm your registration
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Facebook

Next Steps:

• Explore your profile

• Find friends & favorite businesses

• Edit what can be seen on your profile

• Explore the Facebook home page

• Post your first status update

• Have fun, keep tabs on your friends and family, and share what’s 
happening in your life



Twitter

Why do I want a Twitter account?

• Find out about breaking news instantly

• Connect with people of similar interests

• Learn about upcoming events happening in your area

• Take advantage of contests and special deals



Twitter

The Basics:

• Sign up for an account
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Twitter

The Basics:

• Sign up for an account

• Edit your account settings & profile

• Find people to “follow”

- Who does Twitter think you should follow?

- What are your interests?

- Which of your friends are already on Twitter?
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Twitter
Next Steps:

• Engage in conversations

- Tweets

- RTs

- Hashtags

- @replies

- DMs

• Learn new skills, discover new passions, and make new friends



Google+
Why do I want a Google+ account?

• Google+ is similar to Twitter:
- Follow people that interest you
- Keep up with recent news

• and similar to Facebook:
- Post pictures, links, and status updates

• but still unique:
- Google+ allows you to add friends, coworkers, acquaintances, even 
celebrities, into specific “circles”
- These circles allow you to publish information publically, to a whole 
circle, or privately to just one or two of your friends



Google+
The Basics:

• Request an invitation

- Find a friend who already has a Google+ account and ask them to
invite you, or to tag you in a post.



Google+
The Basics:

• Request an invitation

• Edit your profile















Google+
The Basics:

• Request an invitation

• Edit your profile

• Create your circles
- Friends: Your real friends, the ones you’re comfortable sharing 
private details with.
- Family: Your close and extended family, with as many or as few in-
laws as you want.
- Bloggers, work contacts, colleagues, influencers, etc.









Google+
Next Steps:

• Post your first status update









Google+
Next Steps:

• Post your first status update

• Check your stream
- +1 posts or comments that you like/agree with 
- Leave comments and contribute to the conversation





Security & Privacy
• Don’t use the same password for all of your 
online accounts.

• Don’t click on any links unless you know 
where they lead & the person who sent them 
to you.

• Anyone’s account can get compromised, so 
if someone you trust sends you a message 
that you aren’t sure about, check with them 
first.


