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WINDSOR Seniors’ Computer Users’ Group
6/9/08         Agenda for Today    

1.  Questions/Answers????- General Discussion. Computer dialog - what’s new, what’s different, what 
works or doesn’t work?  Computer Tips.  Upcoming events:

Computer classes: SRJC, SR Cm Center, Windsor HS, Healdsburg HS, SSU Ext
Computer Consultants:  Ross Guistino rossg@sonic.net;  Chris Bethards Chbethards@comcast.net

2.  Hanging Up The Landline:   “In the past 
three years, digital phone has gone from a 
fringe product for geeks to a reliable, 

sophisticated and often less expensive alternative to 
traditional phone lines.  Companies such as Comcast 
and Vonage have gained traction offering digital 
phones to residential customers – the companies have 
more than 6 million customers nationwide combined.  
Businesses can save 40 percent to 60 percent using 
digital phones, especially companies with large long-
distance bills.  Digital phones utilize a technology 
commonly known as VOIP – short for voice over 
Internet protocol – to transmit phone calls over the 
Internet.  These phones plug into a company’s 
network, or just a cable or DSL modem, rather 
than into traditional wall jacks.  They require a 
broadband Internet connection to work.  Dial a 
number assigned to a digital telephone, and the 
call is routed to wherever that phone is plugged 
into the Internet.  Take a digital phone assigned 
with a 707 area code to Spain, plug it into the Internet, 
and it will still receive and make calls with that 707 
number.  Two downsides to digital phone service is 
reliability and audio quality.  If the power goes out, 
digital phones don’t work.  Comparisons of VoIP
plans and providers –www.volpreview.org, and 
www.compare-volp.net ”   Press Democrat, June 1, 
2008, p. E1.  Editor note: Skype and Vonage do allow 
only a microphone for individuals.
•Wireless – Going Wireless With PCs, TVs & 
Peripherals – Wireless technology is transforming 
nearly every aspect of our lives.  Think about the 
ways that mobile communications, mobile computing 
and mobile entertainment affect the way we live, the 
way we work, and the way we play.  Underlying all 
that mobility is the 19th century technology of radio 
transmission, paired with 20th century circuit boards 
and 21st century ideas about how technology can serve 
us.  This month’s feature package shows the extent to 

which wireless is more than just cutting back on 
cables.  We will provide practical guidance to setting 
up some recommended devices and equipment.  We’ll 
begin with an overview of wireless technology.  
Finally we offer a brief glimpse into the future.”  
Smart Computing, June, 2008, p. 46-65.  This issue 
has a complete guide to all forms of wireless.
• Microsoft Talks about Windows 7   Microsoft has 
been very closed-lipped about Windows 7, the 
successor to Windows Vista.  Microsoft has indicated 
that a release date for Windows 7 has been set for 
2010, but that’s about all.  Microsoft seems to think 
that it is more important to please its Software 
Assurance customers with a timely release than it is to 

make sure the new release is rock solid.  
Microsoft lost quite a bit of respect in the 
community and most of it on account of 
Vista.  A quick view of some of the things 
mentioned on Windows 7:  (1)  it will run on 
the same hardware as Vista; (2)  it will 

support the same applications and devices as Vista.  
Windows 7 will ship in both 32 and 64 bit.  Also it 
will have control touch screen-based capability.  More 
later – Microsoft doesn’t want to make same mistakes 
as with Vista.”  http://www.windowsnewsletter.com  
5/30/08 issue

TIP. You will have to update to AVG 8 (free 
version) – 7.5 no longer valid.  A couple of 
things can cause problems.  If all of your email 
shows an attachment (paper clip), but you have 
no attachment it could be ‘Certify Mail’ is checked.  
Open AVG control panel, click on 
tools>advancedAVG settings.  Click on E-mail 
scanner on the left and uncheck certify mail under E-
mail scanning.  I also have found scans take four to 
five hours.  I have disabled them. Go to AVG 
control Panel and click on Computer Scanner and 
disable any scheduled scans.

Celebrate Father’s Day June 15th;  Join Sr. Center Summer Kick-off BBQ June 20th
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4.  Internet -Web sites:  (If these don’t work, let me know - Editor Donna)          
Current and historic videos, games, activities    -    http://www.iCue.com
         Free setup of web site and pages – Google    -http://sites.google.com
         Best price for gasoline in your neighborhood –   http://gasbuddy.com          
Adding a Watermark to your prints -  http://graphicssoft.about.com/od/glossary/f/watermakr.htm?nl=1
         Online Sharable calendar -   http://www.google.com/intl/en/googlecalendar/overview.html
         Freeware system optimization/privacy tool -CCleaner -http://www.filehippo.com/download_ccleaner/
         Free online dictionary –  http://defineItFast.com
         Password Strength Checker  -http://www.passwordmeter.com/ Thanks to Chris Bethards        `
         Photoshop Elements free tutorials and user resources -    
              http://graphicssoft.about.com/od/pselements/Photoshop_Elements_Tutorials_and_User_Resources.htm
         Say goodbye to shipping charges -  http://www.freeshipping.org   
         Keep XP Fresh http://www.windowssecrets.com/2008/05/22/03-Readers-offer-more-ways-to-keep-      
XP-fresh May 22, 2008 issue, by Dennis O’Reilly
         Free 2007 MS Office System Courses -http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/training/HA102255331033.aspx
               ****** Favorite Web Sites:  What is yours?  Let me know and I’ll include it*****

5.  “Microsoft’s Worldwide Telescope:   T his free 
program works much like Google

Earth.  You can scroll around 
exploring the universe.  You’ll see the constellations 

and planets in detail.  The real draw is the collection of 
other images in the program.  You can access more 
than one terabyte of data.  That information comes 

from the Hubble and Spitzer telescopes.”  
http://www.worldwidetelescope.org   Thanks to Kim 

Komando 
http://www.komando.com/coolsites/index.aspx?id=48

99

6.  Today’s Program –Mr. Al Loebel will 
discuss/demonstrate “Digital Photography – Camera to 
Printed Page.”  Thanks to Al for sharing his expertise.
7.  Vista  -There is a good startup manager in Vista.  Go 
to Start>ControlPanel>Performance Information and 
Tools>Manager Startup programs.  
8.  Computer Help – Drop in -People can 
drop by the Senior Center, first come/first 
serve, and will receive one/one opportunity 
to get their problems, questions, projects 
addressed: No preregistration– Donation
               June 23rd, 2:00 – 4:00 pm
               July 28th, 2:00 – 4:00 pm

9.  Next meeting of User’s Group 
    All senior computer enthusiasts are invited to join us.  
This informal gathering shares ideas, resources and 
networks.
       July 14th  No preregistration  
             1:00 - 2:00 PM General questions/answers
             2:00 - 4:00 PM  Program -  Mr. Ross Guistino,
Computer Consultant,  will discuss/demonstrate “The 
Internet, eBay and Craig’s List”.   We are very fortunate 
to have such a knowledgeable speaker.
10.  Upcoming Workshops -
    Hands-On Computer Workshops –
         None until next Fall.  
    Computer Workshop –Discussion/Demonstration
       Adobe Photoshop Elements –7/21/08 1:00 – 4:00 pm
       See Town’s Summer 2008 Recreation Bulletin for 
details.
If you have questions, please call me (home 838-4737), 
(e-mail:  wscugrdonna@gmail.com or donna@sonic.net) 
or you can call the Senior Center 838-1250 for 
dates/times of computer events.  See 
http://www.sonic.net/donna/windsor.htmlfor Computer
Info Windsor Sr. Computer User Group

This is your User’s Group - What are your goals?  Help to make this group what you want it to be.

“No day is so bad it can’t be fixed with a nap.” Carrie Snow

Have Fun Computing & Take Time to Smell the Roses


