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WINDSOR Seniors’ Computer Users’ Group
5/12 th /08         Agenda for Today    

1.  Questions/Answers????- General Discussion. Computer dialog - what’s new, what’s different, what 
works or doesn’t work?  Computer Tips.  Upcoming events:

Computer classes: SRJC, SR Cm Center, Windsor HS, Healdsburg HS, SSU Ext
Computer Consultants:  Ross Guistino rossg@sonic.net;  Chris Bethards Chbethards@comcast.net

2.  Best Free Stuff – 101 Web services & 
Downloads:   “Free.  It’s the Magic word for 
an ever-expanding wealth of downloadable 

software and online services.  Free doesn’t necessarily 
mean good, however, and hunting for freebies can 
mean sifting through a lot of junk.  That’s where we 
come in.  We surfed, clicked and installed to find 
sparkling free gems capable of planning your time, 
keeping you in touch, and tuning and securing your 
PC, not to mention glitzing up your desktop, helping 
you stay productive, and entertaining you with music, 
videos, photos, and games.  We paid special attention 
to programs and services you may not have heard of 
before.  We also singled out two free offerings 
– one download and one online service – as 
the best of the bunch.  Let PC World know 
about your feelings on this by joining their 
forum discussion at find.pcworld.com/60393.
Best Download – FreeReader brings the 
news to your mobile device.  
www.freeangeinc.com.  Best Web App:  Slacker 
works hard to find music –www.slacker.com.  ”  
PCWorld, May 2008, p.84-94.

•Windows XP Service Pack 3 Finalized – “On April 
21 Microsoft announced the completion of Windows 
XP Service Pack 3 (SP3), the final service pack for 
Windows XP.  SP3 will be made available to PC 
maker and Microsoft’s enterprise customers in the 
coming weeks.  Consumers who want to download 
the update can do so beginning April 29.  Windows 
XP SP3 not only includes all previously released 
updates for the operating system; it also includes 
previously released updates to the latest versions of 
some system components, as well as functionality for

improved compatibility with Windows Vista.  For 
customers who use Windows XP at home, Windows 
XP SP3 Automatic Update distribution for users at 
home will begin in early summer.”  
WindowsNewsletter.com 4/25/2008.  Editor note:  
wait for the Automatic Update distribution.
• Nine must-have freeware apps rise to the top  “The 
“best freeware” lists published by Web sites and 
magazines frequently trumpet dozens of programs, 
but the results reflect the subjective opinions of just 
one or two testers.  To find the best of the best, I 
compared roundups of “great” freeware conducted 
recently by four reputable publications to find the 

programs that were endorsed by at least three 
of the reviews.  Only a few freebies win 
multiple accolades.  Four sources were used.  
Here’s the consensus of the freeware 
reviewers:  Avira AntiVir Personal, Comodo 
Firewall Pro, TrueCrypt, CCleaner, 
Lightning for Thunderbird, Foxit Reader, 

Audacity, Wavasaur and Pidgin.  The “best” is what’s 
best for you.” 
http://www.windowssecrets.com/2008/04/24/02-
Nine-must-have-freeware-apps-rise-to-the-top

TIP. In WindowsXP and Outlook Express, in 
order to save the messages in your folders in 
Outlook Express, you need to find where they are 
stored on your hard drive.  To do this, open Outlook 
Express, click on Tools>Options>maintenance 
>store folder and you will be given the disc address 
where the messages are stored.  You can change the 
name of the file, but I would advise not to.  You can 
go to that address and right click on the file and do a 
Send to and point to your CD in order to make a CD 
copy.

                 Remember Memorial Day!!!
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4.  Internet -Web sites:  (If these don’t work, let me know - Editor Donna)
         Game that involves typing    - http://play.typeracer.com
         Web 2.0 apps for everyone   -http://www.webware.com/8301-1_109-9931886-2.html?tag=frontdoor
         Best price for gasoline in your neighborhood –   http://gasbuddy.com
         Exchange things you don’t want any more – free –  http://www.freecycle.org
         AdobeTV, Designer Channel –http://tv.adobe.com/?trackingid=CEYKO
         Definition of social-bookmarking sites -  http://windowsecrets.com/help.socialbookmark.php
         Convert files for editing – even PDF –  http://zamzar.com
         Help you to figure out error messages -http://bug.gd         `
        Search Engine help to find Windows Info - http://www.windowssecrets.com
         Understanding music subscript. Services -http://reviews.cnet.com/4520-6450_7-62246843-
1.html?tag=nl.e501  
         Surf anonymously - http://anonymouse.org
         Free 2007 MS Office System Courses -http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/training/HA102255331033.aspx
         Photo Editing similar to Photoshop free – GIMP   - http://www.gimp.org/downloads/
      ****** Favorite Web Sites:  What is yours?  Let me know and I’ll include it*****

5. “Free Downloads from Microsoft for Windows 
XP:  Have fun:  Photo Story 3, 

Digital Photography Fun Pack and 
Windows Movie Maker 2 Creativity Fun Pack.  Photo 

Story does all the hard work for you; each step is 
facilitated by a wizard, so you can create your photo 
story easily and error-free.  You can either Google 

these or go to Power Toys and Add-Ins for Windows 
XP.”

Smart Computing, May, 2008, p. 28-29

6.  Today’s Program –Mr. Locki Gillies will 
discuss/demonstrate “Overview Vista and SP1 – should I 
upgrade?”  Thanks to Lockie for sharing his expertise.
7.  Vista  -There is a good startup manager in Vista.  Go 
to Start>ControlPanel>Performance Information and 
Tools>Manager Startup programs.  
8.  Computer Help – Drop in -People can 
drop by the Senior Center, first come/first 
serve, and will receive one/one opportunity 
to get their problems, questions, projects 
addressed: No preregistration– Donation
             May  - no Drop-in due to Memorial Day
               June 23rd, 2:00 – 4:00 pm
9.  Next meeting of User’s Group 
    All senior computer enthusiasts are invited to join us.  

This informal gathering shares ideas, resources and 
networks.
      June 9th  No preregistration  
             1:00 - 2:00 PM General questions/answers
             2:00 - 4:00 PM  Program -  Mr. Al Loebel, 
Healdsburg Senior Center Computer Specialist, will
discuss/demonstrate “Digital Photography”.   This will 
include choosing a camera, the megapixel dilemma, 
common editing problems, old photo restoration and 
printing.  We are very fortunate to have such a 
knowledgeable speaker.
10.  Upcoming Workshops -
    Hands-On Computer Workshops –  
    Create Personalized Greeting Cards and other Print 
Projects – 5/19/08 – 1:00 – 4:00 pm

    Computer Workshop – Discussion/Demonstration
       Adobe Photoshop Elements –7/21/08 1:00 – 4:00 pm
       See Town’s Summer 2008 Recreation Bulletin for 
details.
If you have questions, please call me (home 838-4737), 
(e-mail:  wscugrdonna@gmail.com or donna@sonic.net) 
or you can call the Senior Center 838-1250 for 
dates/times of computer events.  See 
http://www.sonic.net/donna/windsor.htmlfor Computer
Info Windsor Sr. Computer User Group.

This is your User’s Group - What are your goals?  Help to make this group what you want it to be.

“Sometimes you have to forget your principles to do what is right.” Author Unknown

Have Fun Computing & Take Time to Smell the Roses


