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WINDSOR Seniors’ Computer Users’ Group
9/8/08         Agenda for Today    

1.  Questions/Answers????- General Discussion. Computer dialog - what’s new, what’s different, what 
works or doesn’t work?  Computer Tips.  Upcoming events:

Computer classes: SRJC, SR Cm Center, Windsor HS, Healdsburg HS, SSU Ext
Computer Consultants:  Ross Guistino rossg@sonic.net;  Chris Bethards Chbethards@comcast.net

What to do when Someone Breaks into your 
Network  “Home-networks make it easy to 

share Internet connections, printers, hard drives, and 
other peripherals.  But they might also present a target 
for outsiders with another agenda.  If you think 
someone might have infiltrated your network, this 
article goes into what you might see – and what you 
should do about it.  We’ll concentrate on wireless 
networks, which in their open state are by far the 
easiest to hack.  In fact, most unauthorized network 
connections are really just neighbors or passers-by 
looking for free Internet access through an unsecured 
wireless connection.  This sort of “leeching” is 
fairly common, and while it could slow down 
your Internet connection, it doesn’t usually 
cause lasting harm.  Once you see some 
indication of a network breach, immediately 
open up the router configuration screen and 
start securing the network as described herein.  
Unplug the router and change the SSID.  (See article 
for complete details).  Make sure Windows Firewall 
(or a third-party firewall) is turned on;  it should 
notify you if malware or a hacker is attempting to 
secretly send information through your Internet 
connection.”  Smart Computing, Sept.2008, p. 80-81.
•Microsoft launches free Photosynth for combining 
shots into one picture –“  Two years ago, Microsoft 
wowed audiences with technology to explore the 
world through digital photos.  The company 
demonstrated Photosynth, software that arranges 
photo sets in their real-world, 3-D context and allows 
people to navigate smoothly around the canals of 
Venice, for example, or zoom in to read the serial 
numbers on the space shuttle’s heat shields.  Now 
anyone can make a ‘synth,’ documenting anything 
from a favorite sculpture to a real-estate listing to a 
city skyline in a new way.  Microsoft released the free 
online service Wednesday night.  See 

http://photosynth.net/Default.aspx.  It starts there 
where people can open an account and begin creating 
“synths,” which require only an off-the-shelf digital 
camera and an 8-megabyte software download.  There 
are also dozens of “synths” to view on the site.”  
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/businesstechno
logy/2008128541_photosynth21.htmlSeattle Times, 
8/21/08  Thanks to John Cascone.  Also see 
http://news.cnet.com/8301-17939_109-10020637-
2.html?tag=nl.e776
• PC makers rethink installing ‘bloatware’  
“Moneymaking software seen as clutter by many 

consumers.  Before they ship PCs to retailers 
like Best Buy, computer makers load them 
up with lots of free software.  For $30.00 
Best Buy will get rid of it for your.  That 
simple cleanup service is threatening the 
precarious economics of the personal 

computer industry.  Software companies pay hundreds 
of millions of dollars to PC makers like Hewlett-
Packard to install their photo tools, financial programs 
and other products, usually with some tie-in to a paid 
service or upgrade.  With margins growing thinner 
than most laptops, this critical revenue can make the 
difference between profit and loss for the computer 
makers, industry analysts say.  So you can do it 
yourself – maybe with problems or have others do it 
for you.”  By Matt Richtel, Press Demo, 9/1/08, p. D1

TIP. Forwarding emails –To protect yourself 
from getting spam, viruses, spyware, follow these 
instructions:  (1)  Delete all previous email 
addresses.  (2)  Always use the BCC (Blind Carbon 
Copy) when sending an e-mail to more than one 
person.  (3)  Remove any ‘FW’ from the subject 
line. (4)  Always hit your Forward button from the 
actual email you are reading. Thanks to Don 
Droegemeyer for forwarding.   

Remember September 11, 2001
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4.  Internet -Web sites:  (If these don’t work, let me know - Editor Donna)
         Back out of Credit Card and Insurance Offers –http://www.optoutprescreen.com Thanks to Chris B
         Learn Digital Scrapbooking by PSE – Tutorials   –http://www.scrappersguide.com
         What time is it? –   http://worldtimeengine.com
         Which files should you back up?  http://www.komando.com/tips/index.aspx?id=2059  Thanks to KK
         Spruce up your blog with outstanding photographs –http://www.picapp.com
       Time for a little housekeeping  - including the computer-http://howtocleanstuff.net

         History of the birth of the Internet –http://www.nsf.gov
         How to record streaming audio  -http://reviews.cnet.com/8301-6490_7-10031813-49.html?tag=nl.e501
         Free Credit Report -  http://www.komando.com/coolsites/index.aspx?id=528
         Problems with Windows XP SP3 persist –http://windowssecrets.com/2008/09/04/03-
Problems-with-Windows-XP-SP3-persist/?n=known0
          10 Worst Web glitches of 2008 (so far) –http://news.cnet.com/glitches/?tag=nl.e501  
          Shopping Wish List – Discounts –http://www.savvycircle.com
               ****** Favorite Web Sites:  What is yours?  Let me know and I’ll include it*****

5.  Google opens heavyweight browser battle:  
“ Google executives say the new Web browser they 
released Tuesday is built for the modern-day Internet –
optimized for video and online applications as well as 
for speed and simplicity.  But the browser called 
“Chrome” is also built for something else:  the ongoing 
move away from a computing world based on locally 
installed software like Microsoft’s and toward one 
based on Web applications like Google.  However, it is 
a Beta version”.  Press Demo, 9/3/08, p. D1, website 
http://www.google.com/chrome

6.  Today’s Program –Donna Crawford will talk about 
“Essential Utilities and an Overview of Free OpenOffice”  
OpenOffice is comparable with Microsoft Office. 
7.  Microsoft XP Update SP3 is now part of 
automatic updates.  Be Aware!!!  See note in web sites.
8.  Computer Help – Drop in -People can drop by the 
Senior Center, first come/first serve, and 
will receive one/one opportunity to get 
their problems, questions, projects 
addressed: No preregistration– Donation
       September 22, 2008 , 2:00 – 4:00 pm
       October 27, 2008, 2:00 – 4:00 pm
9.  Next meeting of User’s Group 
    All senior computer enthusiasts are invited to join us.  
This informal gathering shares ideas, resources and 
networks.

October 13th, 2008  No preregistration  
             1:00 - 2:00 PM General questions/answers
             2:00 - 4:00 PM  Program -  Either Jeff or Craig 
from Northern California Computer Crimes Task Force, 
will discuss/demonstrate "Update on Computer Crime 
and Identity Theft".   We are very fortunate to have such 
knowledgeable people for our presentation.  
10.  Upcoming Workshops -
    Hands-On Computer Workshops –
         PC Basics I – 9/11/08, 10:00 – 12:00 pm
         PC Basics II – 10/09/08, 10:00 – 12:00 pm
         Surfing, Searching & Downloading from the 
Internet – 10/20/08 1:00 – 4:00 pm.
           See Town’s Fall 2008 Recreation Bulletin for 
details.
11.  A Physical Tour of Sonic will be on September 15th, 
2:00 – 3:00 pm at Sonic Inc. 2260 Apollo Way, SR.  
Check that you are on the list.  Everyone is responsible 
for getting there on time to Sonic and getting their own 
transportation.  Chris Bethards has volunteered to 
coordinate at Sonic.  Map follows. 
If you have questions, please call me (home 838-4737), 
(e-mail:  wscugrdonna@gmail.com or donna@sonic.net) 
or you can call the Senior Center 838-1250 for 
dates/times of computer events.  See 
http://www.sonic.net/donna/windsor.htmlfor Computer
Info Windsor Sr. Computer User Group

This is your User’s Group - What are your goals?  Help to make this group what you want it to be.

“This thing we call ‘failure’ is not falling down, but the staying down.”  Mary Pickford

Have Fun Computing & Take Time to Smell the Roses


