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The sequencer is a device which has been around almost as long
as synthesizers. Before keyboards were developed that could
accurately control a VCO, sequencers were used to create patterns of
pre-tuned pitches. They were primarily used for avant-garde
composition and for easily identifiable logos for various companies,
TV news programs, and the like. One of the earliest synthesizers ever
made, the RCA Mark II, is still in operation at Columbia University
and is egsentially one giant sequencer.

ARP introduced its first sequencer in 1970. Called the Model
1027, this sequencer is part of the ARP 2500 modular line. During
the last few years, this sequencer has been used to great effect by
musicians like Joe Walsh and Pete Townshend (remember the
cascading sounds in ‘‘Break the Mirror’’ from the “Tommy’’ film?).

These earlier sequencers were better for studio work than for
live performance. The new ARP Sequencer has incorporated many
new live performance features, like the dual-quantizer, instant Start/
Stop, fully switched programming, and foot pedal activation. These

featuresmake the new ARP Sequencer as useful on stage as it is in
the studio,

1. Intfroduction

In describing the basic operation principles of the ARP
Sequencer, we will assume that you have already read the owner’s
manual for your ARP synthesizer and are conversant with basic
synthesizer terminology. In order for you to understand the material
in this Sequencer Owner's Manual, you must have an understanding
of voltage control and basic synthesizer theory. Any of the ARP
synthesizer owner's manuals contain this information. Be sure you
understand it thoroughly before attempting to get started with the
Sequencer.

When you have mastered the ARP Sequencer, you will find that
it opens up hundreds of channels for new musical exploration,
Learning to use a sequencer is an exciting and exhilarating
experience, Your ARP Sequencer should give you many years of

flawless performance and provide a satisfying and broadening
musical experience.




