March 26, 2001      Lecture Overhead

Assess veins in both arms and hands.  Do not use veins in compromised limbs or lower extremeties

Criteria for Vein Selection





Appropriate Choice of Venipuncture Site

Most desirable
Ideal vein/best location
     Large, soft, resilient veins in forearm/hand
forearm


Ideal vein/undesirable location
     Large, soft, resilient veins in hand/antecubital fossa; small, thin veins in forearm
hand


Satisfactory vein/best location
     Small, thin veins in forearm/hand
forearm


Satisfactory vein/undesirable location
     Small, thin veins in hand; veins in forearm not palpable or visible
hand


Unsatisfactory vein/undesirable location
     Small, fragile veins, which easily rupture, in hand/forearm
Consider central venous line

Least desirable
Unsatisfactory vein/undesirable location

     Veins in forearm/hand not palpable or visible
Consider central venous line

Assessing the Severity of Phlebitis
Severity
Assessment Findings

1+
Pain at site

Erythema &/or edema

No streak, No palpable cord

2+
Pain at site

Erythema &/or edema

Streak formation

No palpable cord

3+
Pain at site

Erythema &/or edema

Streak formation

Palpable cord

Infiltration Scale

Slight

Swelling extending approx 2.5 to 5.0 cm ( 1-2 inch) from insertion site & pain

Moderate
Swelling extending approx 2.5 to 5.0 cm from insertion site, pain & slight redness present

Gross

Swelling extending >5.0cm from insertion site, pain & redness present
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