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1972 to 1992
Builder and Captain of the Aura is Alain Auras

See book: Captain's Logbook for the Aura for log details before the voyage to San Francisco.

May 23, 1984
Wednesday 7:32am
Leave San Diego, en route for San Francisco.

July 7, 1984
Saturday
Arrive Alameda Marina.

April 12, 1985
Friday
Clean hulls.

April 14, 1985
Sunday
Finally sailing in San Francisco Bay with Ganymede, Greg Malinowski, Sid Vanderlest.

April 21, 1985
Sunday
Ganymede, Gary (?).

May 4, 1985
Sunday
Ganymede, Greg M, Robert Arriaga.

May 9, 1985
Thursday
Gary, Gabe, Bruce C & Marc. Lots of wind, jib and reefed main.

May 24, 1985
Friday 10:30a-8:20p
Gary, Lain. 49 miles up Napa River to Napa Valley Marina for haul-out by train (?), then blocked up on I-beams.

May 28, June 1-2, 1985
Scrub, sand & paint bottom of hulls.

June 3, 1985
Monday
Launch Aura back into water.

June 8, 1985
Saturday, 7:00am
Ganymede, Gary, Greg M, Gabe. Sail Aura back down the Napa River, fighting the tide.

June 9, 1985
Sunday
Short sail on moat (Alameda Channel).

June 29, 1985
Saturday
Fast sail to Brisbane. Gusty breezes.

July 4, 1985
Thursday
Ganymede, Dorothy & Steven.

July 6, 1985
Saturday
Ganymede, Greg M, Greg Munson, & Bert Gerrits.

July 28, 1985
Sunday
Ganymede, Marilee, Ed Snowden. Return using Spinnaker.

Sept 2, 1985
Monday
Ganymede, Scott M. Angel Island to Brisbane, less than 1 hour.

October 6, 1985
Sunday
Ganymede, Robert Miller. Not much wind.

May 25, 1986
Sunday
Sailing on Cal-27 with Alain, Ganymede, Kathy & Touraj Rodgers, Brett Turner & Gary Bukovnik.

Nov 15, 1986
Saturday
Work on boat, prepare for sailing.

Nov 16, 1986
Sunday
Ganymede, Scott Mackie.

March 30, 1987
Sunday
Alain worked on boat at dock until afternoon. Looked boat over carefully before leaving.

April 4, 1987
Saturday
Ganymede, Robb, & Lon. Have some spinnaker trouble.

April 5, 1987
Sunday 10:00am
When leaving to sail, noticed damage to outside starboard hull. Outer layer of fiberglass ripped in 10-foot gash, exposing airex foam. Bright red, not dark, paint left from collision with some vessel: suspect offending boat is racer in the channel (Aura is docked on outside slip, and races were conducted on Friday, April 3). Insurance was not notified until Monday, June 6, 1987. Eventually they paid $1500(?) towards new fiberglass work. Repairs were performed by Stone’s Boat Yard in Alameda.

July 25, 1987
Saturday
Work on boat.

March 12, 1988
Saturday
Sailing.

Feb 25, 1989
Saturday
Sail Aura to Richmond Marina, new berth.

May 29, 1989
Monday
Sailing. Motor dies.

April 29, 1990
Sunday
Clean hulls.

May 6, 1990
Sunday
Ganymede, Robb C, Peter V.

October 6, 1990
Saturday
Boat work.

October 7, 1990
Sunday
Ganymede, Mike Nelson, Richard.

Feb 23, 1991
Saturday
Ganymede, Gary Lanford, Don Clark. Scrub hulls first.
March 10, 1991
Sunday
Ganymede, Scott Mackie.

Feb 24, 1992
Monday
Ganymede, Alain, Bruce, ?

Feb 28, 1992
Friday
Motorsailing with Ganymede, Alain, Bruce?
June 12, 1992
Friday, 8:00pm
Builder & Captain Alain Auras passed away 

1992 forward
Captain of the Aura is Ganymede

June 17, 1992
Wednesday afternoon
Robb C, Neon. Motoring in rough wind; hulls overgrown. Difficulty docking; dinged neighbor D234. Eventually backed into slip.

July 6, 1992
Monday am
Jacynth. Hull cleaning, no sailing.

July 18, 1992
Saturday about noon
Bruce C, Gary G, Jacynth, Ken D. Late to Angel Island for PSP picnic. Manage to give quick ride to Carol B and friends, with Bruce while other crew stays ashore. Fast dash east of Angel, across Bay to Pier 35, then around Alcatraz, Angel, and through Raccoon Straits for a sunset sail up the Richmond channel. Smooth docking. Everyone sun/wind burnt, happy.

August 8, 1992
Saturday
Jacynth, Gary, Dave Giusti, Marilee, Neon. Quick clean of hulls. Into North Bay, close by windward side of Red Rock, under the Richmond Bridge towards the Two Brothers Islands. Softening winds makes us head back south to Angel and up the straits, just to the Ferry landing. Strong winds and tide puts us on fast but wide tacks. Took on some water from starboard centerboard axel. In early evening, near perfect docking although I cut engine too soon. When satisfied that all is stowed, secure, and washed, we leave the marina.

August 30, 1992
Sunday about 2:00pm
Bruce C, Marilee, Trundy, Laurie. Clearing storm; lightning on the day before. Cold & fog all morning. Wait until 2:00pm to go. Quick clean of hulls before motor-sailing out of channel. Loss of motor power after raising main due to insufficient fuel in tank for intake valve. Take home "empty" tank. Use smaller "scallops" to head more directly to Angel Island than previous tacks; clearly this works better. As last time, am disappointed by low pointing ability. At 6:00pm we begin return from Raccoon straits. Switch foresail to genoa on account of light airs. Eventually motor-sail in, leaving main up until after docking (which was very smooth). Today I feel Alain's presence in the wind, and see his face in the setting sun. I am very aware of the immense play of forces which has brought me to enjoy the wind, the sea, this boat with these people in this way.

Sept 6, 1992
Sunday 1:00pm
Scott M, Doug & Geof, Ron & Kerry H. Found insufficient fuel to motor: intake line does not go far enough into tank. Very light, favorable winds tempts me to sail out, which we do. Despite a messy departure, requiring fending off of pylons, I am pleased that we make the entire excursion under sail power, with no motoring at all. I resolve to deal with my fuel supply before next day's sailing.

Sept 7, 1992
Monday 1:30pm
Ram, Jan & Dave Giusti. Consolidated fuel from tanks in garage. Motor seems to work fine, despite aging fuel mixture. Stronger breezes than the day before makes me choose the jib over the genoa. Very strong winds near Angel Island; great fun in the straits. I am pleased by pointing ability. Dave G is an excellent sailor, even though he dropped the boomvail for the running backstay in the drink. Now have list of purchases and chores. Still need to recharge battery.

Sept 11-13, 1992
Friday to Sunday
Buy flares, rudder line, 2-cycle oil at West Marine on Oakland embarcadero. They did not have find proper size boomvail, cannot order it. Overnight charging makes little change in battery. Later testing with hydrometer indicates at least two cells are bad. Found more oil in garage. Rudder line is too small. Found spare pins & boomvails on board Aura. Brought home other 6-gal tank. Third tank in garage has bad seal around fuel gauge.

October 4, 1992
Sunday, 11:30am
PSP crew: Mike W, Pedro O. Brought tank with fresh fuel mixture. Decided not to bother cleaning the hulls. Engine seemed to have trouble, needed extra choke for awhile. Moderate wind, very smooth. Pointed up to Mt. Tam nicely, then cut east of Angel Island and briskly across to Pier 35 (or so). Speed not quite what I would like. Then back across, west of Alcatraz, around Angel, and through the straits. Sailed all the way in on a pleasant, steady breeze around 5:00pm. Took home tank with old fuel, will try to dispose of it at a gas station.

October 16, 1992
Friday afternoon
Install rudder line, new battery.

Dec 25, 1992
Friday am
Checked boat.

Feb 19?, 1993
Friday am
Did I check the boat?

March 19, 1993
Friday am
Checked boat with Al Sorkin. I used broom-brush on hulls from dock.

March 24, 1993
Thursday morning
Paid Gary Niehaus $30 to clean the hulls. His report of the condition was that it looks in good shape: no serious dents or holes!

April 26, 1993
Monday 3-7:00pm
Sailing with Steven B after chores. Taped forestay joint to prevent chafing on Genoa. Lightly sprayed main halyard track entrance. Steven used brush on hulls from dock. I let the engine run quite a while. Running backstay pins & connectors, & motor parts are corroded, need cleaning and lubricating. Fabulous sailing after a long winter's absence. The northerly wind on main and jib carried us on a good strong tack through Raccoon Straits to Sausalito harbor, then straight back. Perfect wind to carry us in to dock; although northerly breeze was a little trickier than the usual conditions. Mildew is very bad in both hulls. Found starboard aft hull full of water; suspect open window during storms. Drained with bucket and sponges: would like to find the hand bilge pump. Took home 3 life jackets to clean in the tub.

May 9, 1993
Sunday Evening
Check boat on way home from Ancient Ways gathering. No water in hulls: previous leaks must have been open window during storms.

May 14, 1993
Friday 3:00pm-5:30pm
Sailing with Ben H. No water in starboard hull. Quick scrub of hulls from the dock, but they need a better cleaning from the inflatable. Motor gives trouble, causing boat to drift against northern pylons on takeoff. No damage. Motor definitely needs cleaning and lubricating. Nice short afternoon sail down channel for a few tacks just on the bay. Strong breeze, jib sail. I teach Ben some maneuvers. Bring home more life jackets & preserver to clean.

May 19, 1993
Wednesday 2:00pm
Mark S helps examine & lubricate motor.

May 21, 1993
Friday 2:00pm-6:30pm
Sailing after 2 hours boat work with Ben H, Dossie, Wolfie, Jacynth. J & Ben scrub hulls from inflatable; I empty & inventory hull contents. We clean mildew inside hulls from several compartments: starboard forward & skinny, and the port stern. Mark S came again to check & clean spark plugs. Then strong breezes for an afternoon sail.

May 28, 1993
Friday 1:30pm-4:30pm
Sailing with Ron, Gregg, Tony. Experienced poor pointing and speed, and severe crabbing because I did not clean visible growth from hulls. Engine acting touchy, makes me nervous. Unpleasant encounter with muddy sand bar causes temporary loss of control in channel. Nice breezes, enjoyable ride. Use outboard to hasten our return. First time in long while motoring into dock.

May 29, 1993
Saturday 1:00pm-6:30pm
Sailing with Sybil, Bill, Jacynth. Scrub hulls underwater thoroughly from inflatable. Strong winds as we leave make raising foresail jib very difficult, very messy. Also believe port centerboard hit a muddy sandbar, or perhaps snagged kelp or line? Noticed problems raising/lowering centerboards after this. Lovely long sail up to Ayala Cove and back, sail smoothly into slip.

June 5, 1993
Saturday 2:30pm-7:30pm
Beautiful sail with Steven and Carla. Sunny skies, strong winds. Long fast tacks up the Straits, around Ayala Cove, and out to the Golden Gate. More than a dozen dare-devil sail-boarders dashing about while we surfed on the long, gentle rollers coming in from the sea. Passed close in front of the large commercial sailing cat; they seemed quite interested in us. Passing under the Golden Gate Bridge is awesome. Flying back on fast, favorable winds. Lowered foresail in marina channel. Strong westerly breeze made dock re-entry much too fast, even with only mainsail: I avoided serious collision by jumping off and tying the stern dock line around the cleat at the last minute. Gusty winds made lowering mainsail difficult after docking.

June 9, 1993
Wednesday noon-5:00pm
Sailing with Bob, Neon, Jan and Dave. Spent an hour scrubbing most of the starboard middle compartment while Dave brushed hulls from the dock. Light airs disappointing; strong tide prevents us from making any headway. Raised genoa, whose stay-fasteners need lubricating. Motored back in at a good clip, nice fast docking. Had considerable difficulty lowering main: had to use winched line to pull sail down; found sail guide pinched as it came down half out of the track. Neon's birthday.

June 10, 1993
Thursday 12:30-3:00pm
Wolfie assisted and kept company while I scrubbed starboard compartments, finishing the middle and all stern. Take home nearly empty fuel tank.

June 11, 1993
Friday am
Mix new fuel. Lubricate genoa fasteners, mainsail track, spinnaker hardware. Dry-run spinnaker.

June 12, 1993
Saturday 11:30am-7:30pm
8-hour sail with Steven, Jacynth & Bruce outside the Golden Gate to offer ashes to the sea as a memorial to Alain and others on the anniversary of his death. Intended destination is Bonita Cove; tide tables indicate max. ebb at 9:44am, slack 1:30pm, max. flood at 4:36pm. Brought marine chart and radio. After raising genoa in the channel, we followed the mild ebb tide through Raccoon Straits for about an hour on moderate winds, then a broad reach across furious winds and big swells in front of the Gate for roughly an hour. Quite a thrill when we lifted the starboard hull; I snatched the tiller from Jacynth and quickly released the main sheet, while slowly forcing us into the wind.



Transit under the Gate at about 3:00pm was smooth, with strong winds and rolling swells increasing as we approached Bonita Point. About two thirds of the way to the point, we were most of a mile off Black Sands beach on the north side, Jacynth pointed to an orange and black butterfly following us. I raised my hand up, and it hovered right over it before flying all about the boat and the other sailors, up by the mainsail, then off some distance from the boat. After a moment, it returned, and once again flew all about the boat. Remarkable in view of the very strong, gusty winds, so far from shore, out to sea. No other butterflies were to be seen on this part of our journey. Perhaps this was Alain’s spirit, saying that he is happy, and delighted at our adventure.



Bonita Point has a large v-cut in the ridge, and causes a veritable wind-tunnel. In addition there was a strong current pushing towards the rocky fingers of rock extending into the cove. So I lowered the genoa, and experimented with sailing the main alone. We managed to make a wide oblong counter-clockwise, coming into the wind-tunnel; we rotated around a small anchored motorboat, whose fishermen observed our ceremony from a distance. We offered ashes from Alain Auras, Robb Caramico, and Christopher Safka, and hair from Alain, Robb, and Alexis Sorel. We also offered talismans for others, including Cynthia, Oskrr and Gerry Downs, who passed on June 6th. I offered red salt and ochre for all sailors, and green sand and a silver almond for favorable sailing. I also offered some of my own hair, which I cut then and there.



The beauty of the spinnaker sail is breath-taking. The sock was difficult to raise in the strong winds. I was very careful to allow it to fill slowly, and make sure it was not twisted nor turned wrong way around the forward stay. After a few moments, I had it all the way up, and the sail filled, and we surged forward powerfully towards the Golden Gate and the Bay. This moment was for me another satisfying accomplishment, and most poignant. I do believe it is the most beautiful spinnaker sail in all of San Francisco Bay.



Winds failed us going back through the Straits, worsening as we approached the leeward side of Angel Island. I finally lowered the spinnaker, and started the outboard, as there was considerable right-of-way traffic. On retrospect I would have left the sail raised in the sock, since we finally found some good wind half-way across the bay towards the marina. Instead, I raised the genoa, and stopped the outboard.



Another smooth, fast docking; exciting nearby observers. Again the sail guide is caught half-way in the track, causing great difficulty in lowering the mainsail. Perhaps the horizontal tension on the sail is pulling it out up above, or the force of the wind; perhaps I let the main ride too high on the cunningham, which pulls the foot of the sail along the mast to the boom - where it should be. I should like to inspect the top of the sail track.

June 26, 1993
Saturday 1:30-4:30 pm
Sail with Steven, Jacynth & Gary. I failed to bring the safety harness, and started to use the main halyard alone to lift me. A boating neighbor saw us and offered to let me use his bosun chair and another safety harness. I was grateful for this, as the wind was howling: small craft warnings in effect. Scary ride to the top of the mast, but the sail track seems fine. I resolve to keep the foot of the mainsail at the boom, and keep the cunningham tight and low. With such rough waters (whitecaps in the channel) we decide to motor-sail using only the main, and explore the Richmond channel inner harbor. Nice ride in calmer winds satisfies everyone, and does not exhaust us as did previous sails. (Later found harness was aboard.)

July 8, 1993
Thursday 1:00 pm
No sail with John M, Rhea, Wolfie and Chandra. Upon arrival to boat, I decided that the wind was too strong. I had checked tide tables, but not weather report.

August 13, 1993
Friday noon
Check boat, begin planning for hauling and repainting. Take home electrical lines & rope. Wrote haul-out plan upon return home.

August 27, 1993
Friday noon
Jacynth assisted me in scrubbing the hulls.

October 24, 1993
Sunday 2:00-6:00 pm
Sail with Steven after thorough hull-scrubbing. Warm and sunny, but no wind. Motored out into bay, gentle sailing back in. Need new fuel next time.

Nov 10, 1993
Wednesday am
Make appt. to haul Aura on Monday, Nov 15. Check out Bay Ship & Yacht, 301 W Cutting, Pt. Richmond, 510-234-7960. Check boat on the way.

Nov 14, 1993
Sunday 12:00 noon
No sail with Steven, Dossie, Roslyn. Very strong gusty northerly, pushing Aura straight ahead into her slip. Brought new fuel. Attempted to back out of slip, just to see how much maneuverability and control I had. The 6hp outboard was completely inadequate for the job.

Nov 15, 1993
Monday 9:00am
Dossie assists me motoring boat up the Richmond inner harbor, to the boat yard for haul-out. Completely calm, no wind. Boat is hauled by sling, then blocked up on barrels and boards. Centerboards look fine, perhaps some chafing.

Nov 16, 1993
Tuesday am
Talk with Marine Surveyor: $172 for report. Receive estimate from Helmut for topside fiberglass work:  $880+$110! Waiting on estimate for new motor mount.

Centerboards are delaminating, evidence water under cracks. I chipped away most of inside (towards boat) surface of starboard centerboard. Drilled small holes in port centerboard. Contracted Bay Ship to re-epoxy & sand centerboards. Then painted centerboards and bottoms of hulls.

Dec 3, 1993
Friday noon
Raymond Ramsbury assists me to reinstall centerboards, (the axis fittings still need silicone sealant) to relaunch boat and to redock at Richmond Marina. Total cost: $1456.50

Jan 6, 1994
Thursday 6:45pm
Take hazardous waste to Alameda County facility in Hayward. 800-606-6606.

Jan 20, 1994
Thursday 1:30pm
Check boat. Install 1994 registration stickers, document. Clean gas-line gutter, below starboard hatch.

Feb 14, 1994
Monday 12:30pm
Check boat. Mop water from port hull (small amount from rainstorm).

Mar 15, 1994
Tuesday 3:30-4 pm
Check boat with Wolfie. Clean port hull mildew. Take drifter, spinnaker.

Mar 27, 1994
Sunday 2-5 pm
First Sail of the year with Steven, Gary, Norman. After main and jib sails raised in channel, nearing entrance to bay, motor fails, suddenly. Does not sputter, etc. Attempts to restart are successful once, but engine fails again. Subsequent numerous attempts to restart it are unsuccessful. I suspect the fuel filter; gas is clearly available through the gas line to the engine valve. Light airs in the channel caused me some concern, but were sufficient to move slowly into the bay. Finally some good breezes gave us some very nice runs, Norm very impressed by 10-knot speed. Steven notices water in the starboard aft hull compartments. I remove approx. 6 buckets with the hand bilge-pump; thank goodness I have it. The drain in starboard sink is clogged; it appears clear looking straight down into the drain from above. I will have to check the water-level fitting. Perhaps it is clogged by the new bottom paint. Some water comes in port hull during run, because I still have not sealed the centerboard axles. The forestay joint taping is frayed, Steven removed some waving fragments. It has been a year since I retaped the joint.

Jun 4, 1994
Saturday 3pm
Gary helps me remove old spark plugs, which are rusted and totally fubar. They are L78V. I take the gas tank home, to store until disposal. The steady, gentle breeze calls to us.

Jun 26, 1994
Sunday noon
Gary installs new spark plugs while I mix fresh fuel in the gas tank. The gas line from the tank runs along the starboard edge of the deck, where it connects to a slightly larger rubber hose with a metal tube. This metal tube was completely corroded, and broke apart in my hands. I searched unsuccessfully for another such piece aboard ship.

Jul 9, 1994
Saturday 1:30pm
Install new copper tube fuel-line connector and attempt to start engine. No success, although fuel is being delivered to engine. Evinrude 6hp is at least 12 years old.

Aug 27, 1994
Saturday 10:30am
Go to West Marine with Gary to buy new double-armed motor mount, and to back order a Nissan 9.9hp outboard motor, with a long shaft (20 inches). Will pick up motor Tuesday, Aug 30. I plan to bring motor back for 10-hour service check, and install alternator circuit at that time ($220 approx.). Also available is a carburetor upgrade ($200 approx.) to 15hp; standard 15hp engine is available only in short shaft (15 inches).

Sep 3, 1994
Saturday 1:00pm
Steven helps me remove old motor and mount from the motor-mounting bracket. This latter is a three-sided box of welded aluminum plates bolted onto the I-beam. The new mount's plate is wider than the existing bracket, so a custom plate will have to be made that bolts onto the bracket, and onto which the new motor mount plate will attach. Leave new motor and fuel tank aboard.

Sep 10, 1994
Saturday 1:30pm
Mendoza cutting service, 30550 Union City Blvd. for custom 8-1/2" by 9" aluminum plate,  3/8" thick. 14  3/8" holes drilled according to my template. $30

Sep 11, 1994
Sunday 2:00pm
Attempt to mount new plate and motor mount to Aura's bracket. Two holes do not line up with the bracket; I will try to widen them with a metal drill. The remaining four 3/8" bolts are troublesome to go through; the square necks do not sit properly, and the top two bolt-heads prevent operation of the motor-mount arm. The starboard holes for new motor mount leave bolts too close to bracket-box side for complete tightening of the nuts. Solution is to use new 5/16" bolts, 1-1/2" long, flush-top with allen-wrench tightening, and to counter-sink the holes for flush-mounting. Purchase 10 bolts, 6 nuts, pkg. split-lock washers, 1/4" counter-sink drill-bit for metal on way home. Perform reaming of two holes and countersinking Monday evening with Gary's help.

Sep 17, 1994
Saturday 1:30pm
Steven & Gary assist me in installing new plate, motor mount, and engine. One bolt for the mount is damaged, and will have to be replaced. Mix fuel approx. 20 to 1, as recommended for first 5 hours of new engine. Place the fuel tank center aft for now. After warming up, we back out of the slip. The propeller sits a little high in the water, and cavitates somewhat if I accelerate too quickly. Therefore when I replace the missing bolt next time, I want to lower the mount to use its top holes aligned with the plate’s lower holes. This will gain approx. 1-1/2 inches in length. Stop by to purchase nuts and allen wrenches on way home. We motor in the inner Richmond channel and return to slip, running the new engine approx. 1-1/4 hours. Leave fuel tank next to starboard hull.

Sep 18, 1994
Sunday 1-6 pm
Sailing with Gary. Remove the motor and mount, replace mount using lower holes, re-install motor. 4 bolts for plate-to-bracket, and 4 bolts for motor mount. Could use two more bolts for the plate. Leave fuel tank next to starboard hull. Motor out approx. 35 minutes, main & jib sails up in turning basin. Maximum ebb flow in bay, good wind, fast tack across to Raccoon Straits and Tiburon Bay. Lose wind there, and again emerging from Angel Island on the return. Use motor 2/3 way back to Richmond channel and all the way in, approx. 55 minutes, total motor usage approx. 1-1/2 hours. First sailing since March 27, and a very enjoyable time. Cannot seem to locate the canvas motor cover. Some leakage around daggerboard axles where I still have not sealed them since the haul-out and fiberglass repair. Need to replace fuel line, and place the new tank forward of mast with others. Need to buy silicon/teflon spray for sail track; clear out old parts and tools, install new parts and tools kit. Need to work over entire hull surface with coarse brush, then repaint with gel-coat.

Oct 1, 1994
Saturday, 1:30-5
Sailing with Gary & Steven. Raised main and jib in outer channel, then switched to genoa due to light airs. Mild ebb tide and very mild winds near Richmand channel entrance; we finally found some good wind near the slot, due east of Angel Island (just outside the shadow). I would have raised the spinnaker, but found I did not have the lines on board. Once again had to bail water because I have not sealed the centerboard axles. Still need to put duct tape around forestay joint. Found the motor cover, it is too small for new engine. Motored out about 30 minutes. Coming back we had light airs to the entrance of the channel, then a surprisingly stiff breeze all the way in, getting stronger. After some consideration, decided not to sail in. Only about 10 minutes on engine coming in, lovely late afternoon sail in. Approx 40 minutes total on the engine. Need to take the other fuel tank back to boat, along with spinnaker lines.

Oct 22, 1994
Saturday, 2-6
Sailing with Gary, Bruce, and Kevin. Motored out about 20 minutes. Used spinnaker on both tacks, very nice. Not too calm, not too strong. About 15 minutes on engine returning.

Oct 23, 1994
Sunday, 12-5
Sailing with Steve, Jan & Dave. Motored long way out, one hour. Then crossed calm zone en route to Berkeley area. Raised spinnaker twice, quite an effort. Detoured long way into shallow area north of Berkeley, difficult tack back as very strong wind raised around 3:00pm. Had long hard tack due west just south of Richmond channel breakwater. Less rowdy but still fast tack down the channel. Finally lowered the jib, then main. On engine about 15 minutes. Still need to seal centerboard axels, tape the fore-stay joint, also replace the port rudderline.

Jan 29, 1995
Sunday, 3-4:30
Check boat, remove considerable water from aft bulkheads. Remove mildewed items, cloths.

June 24, 1995
Saturday, 12:30-3:30
Check boat with Jacynth. Seal centerboard axels with silicone. Replace port rudder line. Run engine about 15 minutes. Clean aft and center chambers of starboard hull. Leave portholes open for ventilation.

June 25, 1995
Sunday, 7:30-8:15pm
Spray newly cleaned hull chambers with vinegar to prevent return of mildew. Close vents left open on Saturday.

July 9, 1995
Sunday, 4:00pm-6:45pm
Scrub aft and center chambers of port hull. Steven cleans outside port hull. Motor in channel for about an hour. Fairly strong afternoon winds. Engine running time approx. 1&1/2 hours.

Sept 26, 1995
Tuesday, 3-6pm
Sailing with Jacynth, Rob & Lee. Quick scrub of hulls, light salad. Stiff breeze in channel on departure and return. Motored out 40 min, then 20 min crossing to Angel Island, then 20 min back out against strong ebb tide. Wonderful pace returning across bay, about 8+ knots. Finally about 10 minutes motoring into slip.

Nov 24, 1995
Friday, 2-6pm
Sailing with Rob & Alan. Quick scrub of hulls. Light airs. Motored out 60 min, then 30 min return.

Feb 17, 1996
Saturday, 2-3:30pm
Bailed considerable water from starboard hull, minimal amount from port hull. Motored 30 min around marina. Brought motor back home in anticipation of 10-hour checkup from West Marine. Actual run time around 9 hours.

April, 1996
Received tuned-up motor back from West Marine, who sent it out.

Sometime subsequent, installed motor, and motored around the marina.

Jan 4, 1997
Saturday, 1-3pm
Checked boat. Tightened forward dock lines. Bailed 8-10 buckets from starboard hull, minimal amount from port. Wiped mildew in starboard. Placed 96 registration stickers (red) on boat. Cannot find or have not yet received 97 (blue) ones.

Apr 5, 1997
Gary Niehaus cleans boat hulls

May 18, 1997
Sunday, 3pm
Steven, Julie, Trundy. Checked boat, installed 97 registration stickers. Checked battery, rather low. (Bring generator or hook up to dock box?) Brought the marine radio and plugged it in to the battery, but could get no sound. Forgot to bring the gas tank! Otherwise we could have motored in the marina. No water in hulls.

July 6, 1997
Sunday, noon-3:30pm
Gary L, Julie, Jeree. Forgot hatch cover key, had to break in. Starboard hatchcover lock mounting now broken, port hatch is undamaged. No water in hulls. I had removed a gallon of old gas from tank into Honda car, and now added a fresh gallon, and oil for 50:1 mixing. Motored in marina and inner Richmond harbor for 1.25 hours. Moderate flood tide, small craft warning in afternoon, whitecaps in marina.

July 20, 1997
Sunday, 1-4:30pm
Gary L. Strong wind, mild current. Various conditions. Raise mainsail at inner harbor, cut motor at about 1:35, then raise jib in outer channel. All metal parts need cleaning and lubrication. Running backstay latches almost unworkable, brass foresail guide-hooks very tarnished, one barely works. Need to lay out and scrub sails. Nearly three hours out in large, counter-clockwise circle: headed due west toward Mt Tam, tacked south well before land toward Angel Island, cutting easterly when wind slacked in Angel's shadow, then a wild ride screaming straight across the Slot (southeast), then a jib to head northwesterly again. All the while passing larger sailboats easily on strong gusts. At the edge of over-powered, constantly staying close to wind to keep control, and balancing the need to angle properly across surf. Some nice wave-riding. Rode strong wind down channel into the Marina basin, where we had some trouble lowering sails, especially main. Low scores: lost the main halyard swinging off the back and sides twice (on way out and way in). A great gusto sail, bringing inspiration and motivation.

Next trip to bring: metal cleaners for brass, chrome, &other, WD40, rags, paper towels, fresh water containers, vinegar for cleaning inside hulls, new broom, rope to replace old dock lines, bring daypack with extra warm clothes, more open-finger gloves, etc. ALSO TO DO: lubricate mainsail track, clean rusted tools, charge battery.

July 27, 1997
Sunday, 1-5pm
Gary, Scott Mackie & son Aaron. Brought most of above items: lots of extra rope and lines, some electrical, organic cleaners, WD40, rags, paper towels, drinking water, new broom, daypack of extra clothing. Also cleaned and brought aboard portable toilet, and shelves for inside (forward port) hull. Replaced forward starboard dockline when Gary pulled on it and it broke. I cleaned/lubricated backstay latches, lower foresail-hooks; washed outsides of portholes. Gary scrubbed hulls with new broom, prepared boat for sailing. 30 minutes on motor leaving channel. Strong winds, nice cruise back and forth in bay in front of channel. About 20 minutes on motor returning. Washed down boat on leaving. Much better handling and operation this time. Very lucky to have Gary to assist and make sailing possible. I leave the marine radio on board now.

Next trip to bring: rubber gloves for hull-cleaning, trickle-charger for battery. Replace remaing docklines (not springlines). Duct-tape for forward stay-joint. Investigate rudder-lines to install guide-track? Check running lights? Bring otc pharmacy items (aspirin, sun-block, dramamine, pepto-bismal, etc.)

July 28, 1997
Gary Niehaus cleans boat hulls (without prior authorization, but I'm glad he did)

Aug 27, 1997
Wednesday, 1-5:30pm
Gary, Carla, Flora. Did not bring any of above items. Did have very nice, long sail, with very gentle conditions starting out and considerable variation from calm to wild in the Slot. About one hour on motoer, need gas next time. Attempted to raise Genoa foresail, but stay-rigging on sail was rusted fast. Used WD40 and a wrench which loosened only a few latches. Brought sail home for more extensive work.

Feb 9, 1998
Monday, 4-5pm
Steven & I enjoy a picnic lunch. Installed Registration stickers thru 1999. Bailed considerable water from each hull (but not the far-stern compartments - they still need bailing).

Dec 6, 1998
Sunday, 4-5pm
Steven & I checked lines, water in hulls (very little).

1999
I never went to the boat at all? At least I did not log it if I did. Made extensive web site of boat, want to sell/donate boat as I cannot give it proper care. 

Aug 12, 2000
Saturday noon
Steven and I went to boat. I replaced fore and aft dock lines, installed 2001 registration sticker, pumped small amount water from starboard hull. Very little growth visible on hulls, very surprised. Will call Gary the Diver to clean them. Placed ad in Sept issue of Latitude 38 to sell Aura ($30). Paint cracked and peeling, badly needs hauling, painting top and bottom.

Aug 18, 2000
Friday
Called Gary the diver to clean the boat hulls. He stated there was tremendous growth on bottom of hulls. Charged me same amount anyway ($30).

Oct 8, 2000
Sunday noon
Gary and I went to boat for check-out. Brought 1 gallon gas in tank. No water in hulls. The engine started on the first try, and we ran it while brushing growth from the outside of hulls. Then we motored into marina, with fairly strong wind. It took three attempts to raise the mainsail because of tangled and snagged topping lines and sail wrapped under beam the wrong way. Placed running backstays after raising main (wrong). In raising the foresail, we lost the sailbag overboard, and then were successful retrieving it in a man-overboard drill. Every bit of hardware needed lubricating, including some foresail stay clasps. Finally entered bay about 1:30, and cut the engine. Sailing for the first time in much too long. Headed west with strong winds, tacked and flew southeasterly until reaching calms in the lee of Angel Island. Enjoyed watching Blue Angels show over City. Around 3:30 returned to marina channel, sailing all the way into the marina area. Started engine, lowered foresail, then ran out of gas. After several failed attempts to restart engine, carefully sailed into slip. Even though strong winds concerned me entering slip channel, upon turning into slip lost all momentum. First Gary then I jumped onto the dock with the dock lines and easily pulled the boat forward into slip. Had considerable difficulty lowering mainsail, seemed stuck at some point - undoubtedly needs (silicon) lubrication. (I was reluctant to use WD40 in the sail-track before we left.) After pulling with full body weight on mainsail without success, we used the second foresail halyard with a pulley attached to bottom of mast to winch mainsail past the stuck point.

Oct 14, 2000
Saturday noon
Gary, Hang-Ting and Ichin Shen go sailing. Take 3 gallons of gas this time. Brought sail-track lubricant and new seat cushion. Take copies of reference document and log to leave on boat. Replace captive pin clasp on running back-stay. Everything goes smoothly, extra hands make raising and lowering sails much easier. Check spinnaker hardware, need two more pulleys (one is at home rusted tight). Full moon on Friday 13 with max flow and ebb tides. A lovely sail, and we visit the tidal intereference line.

Oct 22, 2000
Sunday 1:00pm
Gary and I meet prospective buyer Bob Carr and friend at D-dock gate, for examination of boat and sailing. Unfortunately, there is strong Santa Ana-like conditions, small craft advisory, 90-mph winds in the Berkeley hills, and local fires. So we do not even start the motor, but spend two hours going over the boat, and discussing boat issues.

Nov 5, 2000
Sunday noon
Gary, Bob Carr and I go out sailing (finally!). They did all the work, I stayed on tiller and gave commands. (Now I feel like a real captain; and since I forgot the gate and boat keys, I felt like a stupid captain.) Very strong winds propelled us out the marina channel in record time. Left the breakwater at 1:30pm, sailed with about 6 or 7 tacks to Angel Island - first time in a very long while - arriving about 2:45pm, amazing time (and speed). Intermittent sun, at times very cold. I finally insisted on giving the tiller to someone else (Gary) as my arm was very tired, and I went below for about an hour on the way back. I dozed while listening to all the strange internal boat sounds. As usual, we hit dead calm approaching the breakwater, and decided to engage the motor. And as usual, once inside the marina channel, the winds picked up (considerably) and we turned the motor off until entering the marina basin to lower the sails. Return time was 5:00pm. Excellent sailing. Received a verbal phone estimate from KKMI boat yard of $10,000-15,000 for boat work. I think they over-estimate the fiberglass work, and the real work involved for painting topside (they say about $250/foot). I am attempting to find someone to help me motor to the boatyard for a visual inspection and more realistic estimate on Friday (which I have off from work) or Saturday. Neither Gary nor Bob can make those times; Bob could possibly make some time Friday around the appointment he has to show his boat.

Nov 10, 2000
Friday 3:00pm
Gary, Doug Stinson and I motor the boat to the KKMI Boat Yard, in the Richmond inner channel. Bob Hennessey gave me an estimate as follows: approximately $1000 to haul the boat and paint the bottom; approximately $3000-$4000 to tape topside hardware and paint the top. Before the topside paint can be done, however, we must deal with the topside gel-coat which is completely deteriorated. Bob told me there were two ways I could go: 1) Completely remove the gel-coat, and reapply a new gel-coat with moisture sealant. This is prohibitively expensive, but would not require topside paint when done. 2) Chip away at the gel-coat as much as is practicable, then sand the entire surface, then apply putty to make it smooth. Then topside paint could be applied. Because they could not guarantee the work for either method, they are unwilling to perform the gel-coat surface work at all. I would have to do it, or find someone to do it. The boat should be out of the water for this task. The good news is that $5000 is a more-or-less acceptable estimate for hauling, painting the bottom and painting the top.

Nov-Dec 2000
Make arrangements with Al Sorkin to come north to work on boat.

Early Jan, 2001
Make appointment with Bay Ship & Yacht to haul boat for owner work in yard.

Jan 22, 2001
Monday, 11:00am
Gary, Al Sorkin & I drive Honda & Van to Bay Ship & Yacht. After speaking with coordinator, I drive them back to Dock D in the Van. They add fuel, and motor the boat over to the boat yard. Boat is hauled out at about 12:30pm, and the bottom is power-steamed clean. Looks great. Al works on boat, sanding and adding resin with microballoons until Saturday, Jan 27.

Total project cost: $1,536.52.

Bay Ship & Yacht: Total $388.71 = $189 haul-out and return, 7 days storage @$27/day, plus incidentals.

Total Materials: $319.70  Total Labor (including gas allowance) $828.11

Jan 29, 2001
Monday, noon
Gary & David motor boat to new slip, side tie #D at Dock D.

Jul 7, 2001
Saturday noon
Prospective buyer Zak Jones and his brother-in-law Andy visit the boat. Andy scrapes at hull growth with retrieval pole – no broom aboard or available. We motor boat out into marina and channel with strong wind. They are novice sailors, with little or no experience. After some discussion I (reluctantly) agree to raise sails. We pull into the Point Richmond Marina, and dock at the first side dock available so I can prepare the rigging and talk them through the manuevers. It seems appropriate to raise the sail while docked, as we are pointed correctly and very near the marina entrance. This we do, and sail off back into the harbor channel about 1:15pm. I go forward and raise the jib sail. Shortly we exit the mouth of the channel, and enter the bay. After spending some time in the doldrums, we tack southward, outside the Richmond breakwater, and begin to catch wind. Upon executing a tack, the connector holding the main-sheet pulley assembly breaks loose from the traveler track hook, and flies up, almost hitting tillerman Andy on the side of his head. VERY fortunately there are no injuries. I find another cotter-pin clip to fasten the assembly temporarily to the pulley cleat, and we head back to the channel entrance. Once inside, there is nice strong wind, and we cruise quickly down the channel. I lower the jib after rounding the curve at the inner harbor, and then motor into the marina proper where we lower the main, then to the side tie at Dock D. Stow gear and leave about 4:15pm. Make note to call Diver to clean the hulls. Zak indicates Sat July 21 is a potential date for his wife to see the boat.

Jul 21, 2001
Saturday, 1:00pm
Zak brings his wife Carolyn and father Bob to view boat. No sailing. I replace the failed mainsheet connector with new one. They all express great interest in taking over the boat, we have extensive discussion of all issues, including future maintenance efforts and costs, ongoing boat expenses, and having their three small children aboard.

Jul 29, 2001
Sunday noon-4:30pm
Gary, Zak, Carolyn, daughters
Brought checklist, log & new reference docs for Zak, book of tide tables, and photo album of Aura construction. Installed 01 registration decals, but one came off during sail and was lost; the other was coming off so removed it. Lubricated mainsail track with silicon spray, jib stay-clasps with WD40. Replaced mainsail bungees. Inventoried sails, spinnaker hardware, and replacement lines for rudders, main sheet, and docklines. Showed Carolyn how to use tide tables. Very low tide left little room for port-side u-turn away from dock: on departure I scraped the starboard rudder on rocks, leaving a 2”long by 1”deep gouge. Both sails up by 1:15 in outer harbor, strong southerly (15-25 knots) gave us fast tacks at edge of over-powered. About 3:30pm head back from lee of Angel Island, took a few turns inside the marina to lower the sails. Stopped by Sea-Breeze deli on way home, joined by all the sailors.

Sep 8, 2001
Saturday 10am
Began chipping cracked gel-coat areas and sanding down holes, in preparation for patching with epoxy (“boat bondo”). At about 11am, Zak, Bob, and friend Jason arrive, along with Steven’s brother clinton and his daughter Alice. After reviewing & discussing the work I had done, Zak & crew went to buy the epoxy material. Clinton & Alice stayed on boat for brief show & tell before continuing on see Muir Woods. Upon Zak’s return, we continued gouging, chipping, and sanding approximately 3 large (4-6 square inches) areas on hull stress points, a couple of patches on aft port hull, and about 7 smaller areas on the hulls. The epoxy mix dries in 30 minutes or less, then we sand lightly. About 2:30 we went for lunch at Seabreeze. Returned about 3:45 and made second application, finished about 5pm. Although I had hoped it would not need so much work, we accomplished a great deal (more than I expected) and I am very pleased. We make plans to coordinate hauling the boat on the last weekend of September, at Bay Ship, so that we can give the entire topside a light sanding before the primer is put on. -> I need to research paint options, costs, and schedules. Also want to learn some more terms, and add sailing glossary to web site; leach, luff, foot (on sails). Bring tape measure.

Sep 9, 2001
Sunday, 1pm
Sailing with Gary, Clinton & Alice. Low tide at 10am, slack at noon, max flood tide 2.0kt at 3:30. Used docklines to “cartwheel” boat bringing port hull to dock, enabling easy departure. Lubricated mainsail track; mainsail foot is just over 10 feet. Start motor about 1:20, run for 20 minutes. Very smooth raising of sails, with Alice on tiller. Good stiff wind, not too overpowered, lots of drag caused by growth on hulls. Fairly fast tacks out of harbor channel. Nice long ride south towards the Slot until about 3:00pm, then return, also on good fast tack. No problem returning, lowering sails, landing and stowing very smooth. Sunny, windy, slight haze, but very nice views of City and Golden Gate. Mostly Gary on tiller, with me executing maneuvers.
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