Summer 2007 \\

A G A Il N

J/ Volume 1, Issue 1

G RANDUPARENINTS P ARENTING
SEND ALL MAIL TO: 1014 Hopper Avenue#221; Santa Rosa, CA 95403

Voice: 707-566-8676 fax: 707-566-8677 email: grands@sonic.net

OUR OFFICE HAS MOVED

HIS

INSID
S

E T
ISSUE

Forgotten Families 2

Santa Rosa Support

Ist & 3rd Tuesday
7-9 pm
3725 Westwind Blvd.
Santa Rosa, CA

Petaluma Support
2nd & 4th Monday
7-9 pm
Valley Orchards
Retirement Home
2100 E. Washington St.
Petaluma, CA

Our office has recently
moved to a beautiful
new location. We are
now housed at 3725
Westwind Blvd.

The Sonoma County
Human Services Dept.
Adult & Aging Division
has graciously provided
us with a wonderful new
location.

The office is in the
same building as the
Atlantic Pacific Bank
out by the Charles
Schulz Sonoma County
Airport.

THE

Boy, it is hard to believe
that the holidays will be
here before you know it.

Our holiday party is
scheduled for December
22 this year.

HoLIDAYS

Take Airport Blvd., to-
ward the airport, after
you cross Brickway

(where there is a stop
light) take the next left
(no stop light) and we
are the first building on
the right.

This location allows us to
increase the size of all of

A RE
YOU THINK!

We know this is very
close to Christmas
Day, however Santa
will not have gifts for
the children until that
date. So mark your

SOONER THAN

our Santa Rosa groups.
In fact we can now ac-
commodate anyone who
calls for appointments to
our guardianship clinic at
the very next date, rather
than limiting the atten-
dance to 5 families.

We hope you will attend
a support group and see
our new location.

3725 Westwind Blvd
Santa Rosa, CA 95403
707-566-8676

Please do not send mail
to this address

calendars now for our
fantastic annual event.

The caregiver dinner
will be on December 8
at Gary Chu’s.

Watch for info soon!
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RELATIVELY SPEAKING \\

THE FORGOTTEN FAMILIES
Grandparents raising slain soldiers’ children are denied a government benefit intended to sustain the
bereaved. By Donna St. George—Washington Post Staff Writer Note: this is a condensed version of the full story which appeared in the Washington

Post on Friday, February 16, 2007.

He: daughter was killed by a bomb in Iraq. Eight months
later, Susan Jaenke is both grief-stricken and strapped -
behind on her mortgage, backed up on her bills and shut
out of the $100,000 government death benefit that her
daughter thought she had left her.

The problem is that Jaenke is not a wife, not a husband,
but instead grandmother to the 9-year-old her daughter left
behind. "Grandparents," she said, "are forgotten in this."
For the Jaenkes and others like them, the toll of war can
be especially complex. They face not only the anguish of
losing a son or daughter but also the emotional, legal and
financial difficulties f putting the pieces back together for
a grandchild.

They confront this without the $100,000 “death gratuity”
that military spouses ordinarily get - a payment intended
to ease the financial strain as families await government

survivors' benefits.

"It really does get complicated for them," said Joyce
Raezer of the National Military Family Association. The
load of responsibilities placed on that generation - both
during deployment and if a service member is injured or
killed - "is a huge issue."

The case of Petty Officer 2nd Class Jaime S. Jaenke, a
Navy construction- battalion medic killed last June in An-
bar province, is particularly striking because she was a
single parent who clearly meant to assign her mother the
benefit. Jaenke, 29, filled in her mother's name on a form
and carefully stated her wishes in a letter.

But by law, the $100,000 benefit goes first to a spouse or
a child. So 9-year-old Kayla Jaenke collects the $100,000,
plus $400,000 in life insurance after she turns 18, leaving
Susan Jaenke to ask, "What about the next nine years?"
The death gratuity, more than many other benefits, ad-
heres to a strict next-of-kin rule, which Pentagon officials
say makes it possible to pay out the $100,000 within a few
days.

They say that, in the "vast majority of cases," spouses are
most in need when paychecks stop.

But there have been thousands of single parents deployed
into combat zones since 2001. How many have died at
war is unclear, but the Jaenke case shows that, in those
cases, the benefit may be at odds with its original intent:
to help the grieving family stay afloat when a service
member's income suddenly stops.

Every now and then, Susan Jaenke rereads the letter that
Jaime left behind for her:
"l have got all my paperwork done and here is
what I did. My big policy [3400,000] goes to
Kayla. That has to be put away for when she

turns 18. You will know what to do and how
to handle it. There is a smaller policy that
goes to you. That is for $1 00,000. That is for
you to raise Kayla with and $25,000 goes to
the barn. . . . I can't wait to get home to my
girl and my horses, so you had better take
care of them all. "

Patrick 1. Palmersheim, executive director of the Iowa
Department of Veterans Affairs, explained that the prob-
lem came down to the fine print on death gratuities. Jaime
had written in her mother's name as beneficiary, but in the
same blank the form said "No spouse or child surviving."
Susan Jaenke could be awarded the benefit only if there
were no spouse or child to receive it.

The tight regulations are meant to guard against fraud and
abuse, said Chief Petty Officer Randy Erdman, the Navy
casualty assistance officer who has worked with the
Jaenke family. "I see the need for the money going to the
right spot and being protected,” he said, "but at the same
time I see what the family needs."

The death gratuity, created in 1908, originally was equal
to six months' pay and was intended to ease financial bur-
dens after a military death. During the war in Iraq, the
gratuity was increased; it had been at $6,000, then grew to
$12,000 and finally $100,000. Lawmakers had said the
original award seemed offensively low, especially in con-
trast to the large settlements awarded to families of those
killed on Sept. 11, 2001.

To troops, the large lump sum came to resemble life insur-
ance, said Raezer. Jaime’s handwritten letter and her form
suggest she did not realize the gratuity could not go to her
mother.

Whether that is because she misunderstood what was said
during a benefits briefing or was not advised well is un-
clear. "They don't always get the kind of counseling that
they need," Raezer said.

In her three-bedroom house in lowa, Susan Jaenke said
she has been reduced to worrying about grocery money
and calls from creditors. "It just hurts bad in so many dif-
ferent directions," she said. "My girl was supposed to
come back."

Some days, the whole episode overwhelms her. Three of
her four children have served in the Navy, and she said
she considers herself" a flag waver." But she gets angry
that her daughter's wishes are not being honored and that
the family now struggles.

"It's not bad enough that I lost my daughter," she said.
"What else do they want me to lose?"

7/




	Our Office has moved

	Inside this issue:

	The Holidays are sooner than you think!

	Grandparents Parenting . . . Again

	Relatively Speaking

	Summer 2007

	Volume 1, Issue 1

	Page #

	Relatively Speaking

	The Forgotten Families



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



