A Primer for New Mirafiori Members

Welcome to The Fiat Page: 

This tutorial will hopefully take some of the stumbling blocks and mystery out of registering to, and navigating 

www.mirafiori.com
It is not intended to answer all the questions, but will hopefully allow a new user to find their way effortlessly. 

It is suggested that any new member read the Mirafiori Terms of Service found here:

 http://www.mirafiori.com/tos/
You can lurk and read messages on the Forum, but you will have to register to post.  

To Register: 

Click on the Forum on the main page of the Fiat Page

www.mirafiori.com
Click on register

Add your name as you would like it to appear.

Your e-mail address

The institution area is not mandatory nor is ‘how did you hear about these conferences’.  

Enter your username - 4-20 letters or numbers in any combination

Enter your password - 6-20 letters or numbers in any combination

Re-enter your password   

If a username or password are already being used, you can make necessary changes here. 

Update preferences 

***note- username and password are case-sensitive, meaning that if you have a capital letter in Dogface as a username, the Forum software will not recognize dogface as the correct entry- Not a bad idea to write down your username and password somewhere for future reference.

When self-registration is complete, you will be directed toward preferences. Click on Set Preferences

These options are up to the user- common entries are:

1- Browser options – check tables and frames

2- Leave low graphics unchecked  

3- Re: Quote message in reply:

         If you wish to leave the original message that you are responding to in every reply, check this option. Most people do not check this option, because  if there is a long original message, that will appear in every reply posted.

   4-Number of messages to list at once: 200 is ample

   5-Company is optional 

   6- Signature- Here you can add a signature line that will appear at the end of any message that you post if you wish. 

   7-Password entry- if you are not changing your password, ignore this. If you are changing your password  follow the prompts. 

After review- update your preferences. 

When this process is completed, backspace to the main Forum entry page- or return to the main page of Mirafiori, then click Forum, enter as a member and enter your username and password. At this point you should see the Main Forum topics page- Go to subscriptions and preferences in small script half way up the page. 

Go to subscriptions.

Check all topics that you would like to see- generally advisable to check all the boxes then update subscriptions. 

From here, you can either backspace and refresh, or simply return to the Main Fiat page and enter the Forum again. 

****The pesky Preferences Bug*****

There has been an intermittent problem with a preferences bug in the software- though rare, when it manifests itself, topics will randomly disappear and you will not be recognized if you make a post- one indicator if this does occur, is that topic areas that usually show multiple messages to be read, will show ‘Empty, or New’. You will need to re-enter your preferences to correct this issue. You won’t have to change your password, but your name, username, e-mail and signature lines may have to be re-entered and updated. Also subscriptions may need updating also. This problem is being worked on and should be considered a minor annoyance if it does take place.  

******************** 

Are we there yet? 

Hopefully you are now looking at the Forum Topics page. 

Feel free to surf around and view any of the topics. 

To post:

******One important tip is to monitor the icons in the upper left corner- one slightly deceiving issue is the ‘show all icon’ and ‘show unread icon’ need to be monitored when posting. The system will default to showing all messages if ‘show unread’ appears on the screen. If it says ‘show all’ the system will be in default to show only unread messages. This can be confusing to even long term veterans. If you backspace, refresh and go to read a message that you have previously looked at, or you are trying to proofread a message that you have just posted, you won’t see it in ‘show all’ screen mode. 

Yes- kind of confusing. Bottom line- if the grey area says ‘show unread’ the system will be in ‘show all messages mode’ behind the scenes and you are good to go ( 

How to Post- 

To make a reply:

Click reply on the thread that you are replying to. 

You can change the subject line if desired, and you can post your reply in the Text section.  

Click Add message to post. 

Backspace to the topic page, and refresh to read the reply.

To add your own new thread: 

In any of the topic areas you will find a ‘new thread’ icon. 

Click new thread. 

Add a subject line. 

Post your message in the Text area.       

Click add thread on the lower left corner. 

To review your post: 

Backspace until you can see the Topic page.

Refresh the page. 

Your post should appear. 

You and you alone can edit, or delete the post.     

If you are having any problems posting, you are encouraged to send an e-mail to forum@mirafiori.com  with any questions or comments. 

Another option is to post to Forum B/S – Forum regulars are very helpful in guiding new folks around.  Welcome to The Fiat Page.   

