Moab 2004 Highlights

By: Greg Stone

Sat Apr 10th—Drive out


4:30 am departure


Donner Kitchen breakfast—great potatoes  (DQ:  Potatos?  Potatoe?)


Guy we passed twice—pervert with “Show Me Your Boobs” sign on back of truck


Mary’s cookies


Music—Stones, Dave Mason, Led Zepp


Suburban sleep spot


Good discussions:  Retirement, Work, Play


Steve and Greg hooked on Michael Crichton books.  Prey, Timeline.


Stayed in Green River, ate at restaurant near water

Sun Apr 11th—Copper Mine, 8 mi.  Dinner:  Moab Brewery



Brontosauras footprints (big!)


Copper mine—rocks deep blue and green.  


Slick rock down—exploratory surgery!


Big chunks of churt, indian paintbrush flower blooming


Brewery lunch, beer


Cool, windy.  Windbreakers worn all day


Bama boys woo stewardess—Alex is a plastic surgeon

Mon Apr 12th—Klondike Bluffs, 14.5 mi.  Dinner:  La Hacienda


Bama boys join us.


We learn about the three knat types:  swarmers, dog-dick knats, no-see-ums


Weather warming up


Arches Nat’l Park views


Mike and Beth like two teenagers in love….

Tues Apr 13th—Upper and Lower Porcupine Ridge, 17.5 mi.  Dinner:  Del Rio Smokehouse


Jesse and the super-de-dooper bike racks.  Capture the crank arm.


Pine Forrest with 50’ vertical drop


New and repeat vistas


Alex sore butt—we now know the real reason.  Not from Bruce, but Alex on the seat on the rough downhills.


Noone had bike troubles


Greg jump at the end.  Biffed just like almost did in 2000…


Lunch and milkshakes at Moab Diner

Wed Apr 14th—Sovereign Trail, 14 mi.  Dinner: Steak dinner prepared by Alex and Bud


Single track up, ATV track back.


30 minute map analysis


This was the weird day—Beth say because Greg killed a mouse at 2am.  Karma?



Bike rack parts still on bumper



Mike forgot pack



Steve had two flats and a bad spare tube



Started on wrong route



Backtracked, and Bruce fell in the quick sand



Beth fell on her back



Greg re-fell on arm injury from yesterday, then went over the bars on rock, then broke a chain



Bruce and Mike collided.  “Heaviest car won”  Ie, Mike.



Quick Sand


Windy and overcast.


Virga


Uranium Milkshakes


One fantastic dinner ended the day on good Karma

Thurs Apr 15th—Bartlett’s Wash, 5 mi.  Dinner:  Slick Rock Café


Good luck returns!


Breakfast at the Moab Diner—we all had bacon and eggs!


Toilet Bowl riding, lots of fun shelves


Alex’ crank came off (the one on his bike).  Parts everywhere.


Very windy


Lazy lunch atop the rock


Steve and Greg outdoor checkers match


No alcohol at Mexican restaurant


Happy was bitchy, and the secretary was….


Alex’ great stories:



Lazy kid and summer landscaping job in AL



730 lb pig tipping VW



Facial cuts after jumping into the lake 3 times over the years



Bruce’s deer-proof garden wiring



Alex and getting “the worm back into the hole”



The alligator that Alex brought into the boat with Bud and him

Fri Apr 16th—Amasa Back, 14 mi.  Dinner:  Eddy McStiff’sj


Bruce:  John Adams book for Steve


Bruce’s sore ribs from the Bartlett’s fall


Jeeps


Lunch at top.  Views, wind


Macy’s sidewalk type of sparkles in the slick rock


Our pushing rock was gone


Beth and Steve great on the downhills.  MVP status


Steve became the bike


Petroglyphs


Homes cut out in the rock


Beth’s guacamole dip


Ruby turned over 400 mi today

Sat Apr 17th—Hidden Canyon, 8 mi.  Dinner—late lunch at Moab Diner


Bruce’s 2 flats


Many wildflowers


Slickrock/Quicksand combo


More wind


2 lunches and 2 naps in 4 mi


View across to Bartlett’s


NEXT TRIP:  Ride down the 2nd bluff with some 4’ dropoffs and take the 4WD roads back to the car.


Tailwind ride back.  What a treat.


Beth—bike fixin’ lessons


We go our separate ways…..Storm’s a-brewin’


