Portuguese Beach

"ontogeny recapitulates philogeny"

Before our spine grows, during the second month 

of pregnancy life, our fetus grows a 

cartilagenous spine called a notocord,

just like the cartilagenous spines in all fish; 

we human fetuses then also have gills.

Above Portuguese Beach on the Pacific just North of Bodega Bay 

The sun is down we are in afterlight; white water foams up 

around eighteen black rocks just off the coast here at Portuguese

Beach, the sound of their meetings a continuous soft rising and falling roar; a pickup truck goes by on Highway 1 winding along 

the cliffs above the water; the trailer the pickup is towing is empty; truck motor hums level, tires a soft hiss.  Bodega sailed into the bay

sometime around 1775 and invested in two-acre plots which have retired him, so he's writing post-modern novels in the 

countryside, green all around, above San Jose, Costa Rica, sky all blue.  Here the blue waves and sky, white foam out from this beach,

ancient gray cliffs forty feet high, the beach sand a dark gray as if basalt had been pulverized here long before Bodega and his crew 

came slicing sails full and billowing around this tossing emerald green turn; we swim we swim we swim; we slide through the water

we see it all from the point of view of an air-breathing fish on land

we swim we swim

Bodega stares out across the moving waters, the leaping white foam, writes down a first word.  The ocean says it is all a kind of swimming

