SAA Fall 2005 Lecture Series: Japanese poetry, memoirs & Noh drama
handout #6

Comparing haiku poets Basho, Buson and Issa

1. One is Basho, one is Issa
like the droning of a struck temple bell

cicada chorus
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cicada’s shrill cry!

falling onto my sleeve, a drop of rain
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2. One is Basho, one is Buson

among pear blossoms, by moonlight, a girl reads her love letter
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purely upon the waves of the Oi River

summer moon
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nashi (Jse pear):

3. One is Basho, one is Issa
cries from the Great Buddha's nosetip

baby sparrow
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trading peeps with the baby sparrows

mice nest
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Matsuo Bashé [paihtéd by Buson) Yosa Buson

Kobayashi Issa



