
consortFujitsubo
Aoi

Chpt 2
Utsusemi

Cicada Shell

Chpt 2
Kogimi, Utsusemi's 

little brother

Chpt 3
Nokiba no Ogi, 

Utsusemi's friend

Rokujô

Yûgao

Murasaki

Chpt 6
Suetsumuhana

Safflower

Oborozukiyo, 
youngest sibling

Chpt 11
Hanachirusato

Falling Blossoms

Akashi

Chpt 14
Akikonomu, Rokujô's 

daughter

Chpt 2
Asagao,
Bluebells

Chpt 22
Tamakazura, 

Tô no Chûjô's 
daughter

Chpt 24
Hotaru, Genji's 

brother

Chpt 24
Higekuro

Chpt 24
Kashiwagi

Onna San 
no Miya

Chpt 35
Kashiwagi,

Tô no Chûjô's 
son

Karou

Niou

Chpt 43
Naka no 
Kimi (not 
main one)

Chpt 45
Naka no 

Kimi

Chpt 45
Ôigimi

Chpt 49
Ukifune

Chpt 52
Onna Ichi 
no Miya

Chpt 52
Miya no 

Kimi

Emp. 
Kiritsubo, 

Genji's father

a previous emperor

Will bear in secret a son with 
Genji who will become the 
Reizei Emp. This secret torments 
her. She takes tonsure upon the 
death of Kiritsubo Emp. Dies in 
chpt 19.

daughter of an earlier emperor, Her Highness, 
Her Majesty, Her Cloistered Eminence

chapters:1‐20 |   age: +5

Min. of Left

Tô no Chûjô, 
Genji's best friend

an emperor's sister
Aoi and 
Genji have 
an 
awkward 
relation-
ship, but 
he grieves 
her death, 
caused by 
Rokujô's 
jealous 
spirit.

chapters:1‐9 | age: +4

a deceased crown 
prince

Akikonomu
Rokujô's jealous spirit 
torments Genji's 
women Yûgao (?), 
Aoi, and Murasaki. But 
she leaves her daughter 
in Genji's care.

Tô no Chûjô, 
Genji's best friend

Young Genji's chances upon this ex-wife of his best friend 
and developes a passion for her. She dies, however, when 
with him one night, probably at the hand of Rokujô's spirit.

Fujitsubo His Highness of 
War

Genji's 
lifelong 
love, 
discovered at 
an early age. 
He will die 
the year 
after her 
passing.

Kokiden Emp. 
Kiritsubo

Min. of Right
Genji's folly with a woman of 
the enemy camp: Kokiden is his 
most dangerous rival. Is exiled 
for this.

a minister

Novice

When Genji is exiled to Suma, a man 
whose political fortunes have declined 
sees an opportunity for his daughter. 
Akashi is initially reluctant but the 
match suceeds. She will birth to Genji 
a girl who becomes an empress by 
adopting her out to Murasaki to raise.

lady from Akashi, lady at Ôi
chapters:5‐40 | age: ‐9

Emp. Suzaku

Kashiwagi

Genji takes Onna San no Miya as his 
wife at the emperor's request. She 
gives birth to Kaoru, thought to be 
Genji's son but fathered by 
Kashiwagi.

Kaoru

Genji
numbers on circle 

indicate Genji's age at 
beginning of 

relationship, Genji's 
children in tan boxes

Genji

Utsusemi 
substitutes

Suitors

Kashiwagi does 
not know that 
Tamakazura is 
his sister

Other of Genji's liasons or objects of amorous intention Niou and Kaoru's amorous interests in the post‐Genji 
portions of the book

Genji's primary women with alternate names, chapters of first and last appearance and age relative to Genji

Gynocentric diagram of amorous 
relationships in The Tale of Genji
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lavender ovals are 
women in Rokujô 

mansion

11

12

after 13
before 18

17

18

20

27

39

Yûgiri
Aoi is mother

Empress Akashi
Akashi is bio mother, 

Murasaki is acting mother

Kaoru,
Kashiwagi 

is secret 
bio father

Rokujô Haven
chapters:4‐36 | age: +7

chapters:4 | age: +2

Mistress of West 
Wing, lady of spring, 

Mistress of 
southeast quarter, 
Mistress of east 

wing
chapters:5‐40 | age: 

‐8

lady of misty moon, Mistress of Wardrobe, 
Mistress of Staff

chapters:8‐35 | age: ‐5

Her Highness, Third Princess
chapters:34‐49 | age: ‐26 (sic)

tan-colored ovals 
are women in Nijô 

mansion

Red-colored font indicates women who 
predecease Genji


